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RULE | NTERPRETATI ON IM-92-13 (R)

Record No: 1M 92-13 (r)

Dat e: March 27, 1992

St andard: QAR 437-02-1910.212(a)(3) (ii)

| ndex: Machi ne guardi ng.

Subj ect: Point of operation guarding for bag turning nmachines.

Di scussi on

Recent enforcenent actions have brought to light the need to determine if bag
turning machines simlar to those pictured with this interpretation are subject to
citation for lack of point of operation guarding under 1910.212.

These machi nes have been thoroughly eval uated by nenbers of the OR-OSHA Technica
staff, manufacturer's representatives and user representatives. The observation of
t he operation of these machines has |led to the conclusion that there is no

technol ogically feasible nmethod of engineering point of operation guarding that
will also allow the machine to be operated. It has al so been deternined during

t hese observations that nachine operators are exposed to a significantly mninm
risk of injury when operating the machi ne as recomended by the manufacturer. It
has not been shown that normal operation of this nmachi ne exposes enpl oyees to
injury because no part of their body enters the danger zone.

The nost likely tinme for an accident would be during the clearing of tangled bags.
Because this process requires entering the nost dangerous zone of the machine,
poi nt of operation guarding would not be feasible during this operation. There has
al so been a review of the accident history of these machi nes over an extended
operation period. No accidents involving point of operation are known for the past
20 years.

The maj or accident prevention nethod for these nmachines nust rely on training and
supervi sion. Enployers nust denonstrate a structured procedure and training program
to assure machines are fully stopped before enpl oyees attenpt to renove cl ogs and
snags. In addition, the provisions of OAR 437-02-1910. 147, |ock-out/tag-out, would
apply when clearing jans fromthese machi nes unl ess the nmachine can be started only
froma |location at the operator's station

Concl usi on:

The provisions of OAR 437-02-1910.212(a)(3)(ii) do not apply to this type of bag
t urni ng nmachi ne.
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