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Division 2/D, 1910.23 Guarding Floor and Wall Openings and Holes,
Division 2/1, OAR 437-002-0134(5) Fall Protection

To clarify the applicability of 1910.23(c)(1) and (3), and OAR 437-002-
0134(5) where employees are exposed to fall hazards.

In several Federal OSHA cases the courts found a lack of consistency in
the application of these standards, especially regarding when an elevated
surface is a platform.

Employee exposures to falls from platforms are regulated under
1910.23(c)(1) or 1910.23(c)(3). Platforms are any elevated surfaces
designed or used primarily as walking or working surfaces, and any other
elevated surfaces where employees walk or work on a predictable and
regular basis. Requirements are triggered at 4 feet. A predictable and
regular basis means at least one instance of exposure every two weeks, or
a combined total of four hours or more of exposure during any sequential
four-week period by one or more persons.

When employees walk or work on elevated surfaces that do not fit the
above interpretation (less frequent than what is predictable and on a

regular basis), then the Oregon rules for Fall Protection, OAR 437-002-
0134(5), apply and the requirement is triggered at 10 feet.

Immediately.
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http://www.orosha.org/pdf/rules/division_2/div2_d.pdf#page=17
http://www.orosha.org/pdf/rules/division_2/div2_i.pdf

